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Overview

Â Infections in Long-Term Care Facilities (LTCF)

Â Antibiotic Use and Misuse

Â Development of Antibiotic Resistance

Â Consequences of Antibiotic Resistance

Â Measures to Prevent Resistance



Infections in LTCF

1.6 million people

live in nursing homes

250,000 nursing home 

residents have infections

27,000 have                

antibiotic-resistant      

infections

CDC.gov



Common Infections in LTCF

Â Urinary tract infections

Â Respiratory infections

Â Skin and soft tissue 

infections

Â Gastroenteritis
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Increased Infection Risk in LTCF

Facility Factors Patient Factors

Å Close contact with other 

individuals

Å Transfers to and from 

acute care facilities

Å Staffing issues

Å Inadequate hand hygiene

Å Older age

Å Decreased immune 

function

Å Functional impairment

Å Use of invasive devices

Å Chronic and degenerative 

diseases



Antibiotic Use in LTCF

Â Up to 40% of all systemic drugs used are antibiotics

Â 2 out of 3 patients will receive at least one course of 

antibiotics per year


