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Clostridium difficile: Overview

Magnitude of Problem in Long-Term Care Facilities
(LTCFs)

Risk Factors

Pathogenesis: Colonization vs. Infection
Diagnosis and Treatment Considerations
Prevention of Clostridium difficile Infection




Clostridium difficile: Background

A Anaerobic gram-positive spore-forming rod
A Major cause of antibiotic-associated diarrhea
A Leading cause of nosocomial infectious diarrhea

A Estimated 5000-6000 annual deaths in U.S.



